[Study of transforming growth factor-alpha expression in duodenal ulcer].
Various growth factors were also reported to promote healing of peptic ulcer. We have used a monoclonal antibody in conjunction with a standard immunohistochemical technique to characterize the expression of transforming growth factor-alpha (TGF-alpha) in duodenal ulcer. TGF-alpha immunoreactivity is found in Brunner's gland, also in immature gland and in duodenal epitheliums, but not in gastric metaplasia of the duodenum. TGF-alpha expression of healing and scar stage was higher than that of active stage. The presence or absence of Helicobacter pylori infection did not affect the expression of TGF-alpha in duodenal ulcer.